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A  meeting  of  The  Braille  Club  vdll  be  held  on  Wednesday,  November  8,  I950,  in 
Child's  private  dining  room  on  the  2nd  floor  of  108       3l;th  St.,  Manhattan  (directly 
opposite  Macy's)  at  6:30  P.M.  Sharp.    The  cost  of  the  dinner  will  bo  $2,00  including 
gratuity.    Ifc  v/ill  greatly  facilitate  matters  if  you  T/ill  fill  in  ond  mail  the  re- 
servation blcjik  on  last  page,  as  promptly  as  possible,    Wo  shall  look  f onward  to 
seeing  many  of  you  there,  and  wish  it  v/ero  possible  for  all  of  j^ou  to  attend. 

Although  volunteer  transcribers  ai'o  primarily  concerned  vdth  the  important 
service  of  furnishing  braille  reading  matter,  they  may  be,  coid  often  are,  called 
upon  to  fill  an  equally  essential  role  in  the  broader  field  of  work  for  the  blind. 
Because  of  their  special  interests,  the  community  at  large  has  become  accustomed 
to  conferring  v/ith  them  on  any  problem  which  concerns  blind  people.  Transcribers 
are  thus  in  thn  advantageous  position  of  aiding  in  the  education  of  the  public  to 
the  abilities  of  blind  people,  and  con  render  a  real  service  by  referring  persons 
with  special  problems  to  recognized  agencies  v/hich  are  adequately  equipped  to  give 
advice  and  assistance. 

To  keep' its  membership  well  infomcd.  The  Braille  Club,  through  its  meetings 
and  bulletins,  is  planning  to  present  outstanding  leaders  in  work  for  the  blind, ^ 
who  will  discuss  agency  services  and  problems  inherent  in  blindness. 

At  the  forthcoming  meeting- on  November  8th,  we  shall  hojve  the  privilege  of 
being  addressed  by 

m,  M.  ROBERT  Bi\RlTETT 
Executive  Director  of  the  Americcm  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  who  will  discuss  the 
role  of  a  national  agency  in  work  for  the  blind,    ilr.  Barnett  has  amassed  a  remark- 
able record  of  achievement  in  education,  public  relations,  and  in  work  for  the  blind, 
oven  though  ho  is  only  33  years  old,    Vathin  the  short  space  of  a  year  in  his  new 
position,  he  has  demonstrated  his  executive  abilities  by  reorgcaiizing  on.d  revital- 
izing the  voi-ied  services  of  the  Foundation,    The  effect  of  these  changes  vdll  soon 
bear  fruit  in  bringing  about  a  more  efficient  and  more  adequate  service  to  blind 
people  throughout  the  country,    Yfo  are  looking  foramrd  with  pleasure  to  Mr,  Barnett 's 
address. 


HIGHLIGHTS  OP  THE  HAY  MEETING, 

A' meeting 'of  The  Braille  Club  was  held  in  Child's  Private  Dining-Room  on 
Tuesday,  May  23,  1950. 

This  meeting  featured  two  interesting  speakers.  Dr.  Michael  Geffner,  repre- 
sentative from  the  Jewish  Brail]©  Institute  of  America  to  the  Unesco  Conference  in 
Paris  during  March  1950,  and  Dr,  Robert  B.  Irwin,  Executive  Director  of  the  Aj-ierioaja 


Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind, 

Dr,  Geffner  reported  that  two    representatives  from  the  United  States  attended 
the  "International  Unesco  Conference  on  Uniform  Braille"  -  Miss  Marjorie  HooDGr  of 
the  America!!  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Louisville,  Ky,,  as  an  Ainericen  Braillo 
authority,  and  Dr.  Geffner  representing  the  Jewish  Institute  of  Araerica  on  Hebrew 
Braillo, 

The  Conference  consisted  of  21  representatives  from  various  langua.gc  groups, 
about  half  of  which  were  blind,    A  s  abstf.uit ial  allow^moo  'vYas  given  to  each  represGn- 
tativc  for  current  expenses  and  each  blind  representative  was  supplied  v/ith  a  secro- 
tarjT'-guide, 

The  Conference  was  called  together  on  the  intitative  of  the  Indian  govornnont 
which  v:as  desirous  of  establishing  a  uniform  Braille  code  to  replace  the  many  systems 
adopted  to  conform  to  the  J  or  Q  different  languages  spoken  in  that  country.  History 
shows  that  several  attempts  to  depart  from  the  system  established  by  Louis  Braille 
wore  made  in  some  countries  but  that  they  all  eventually  reverted  bo.ck  to  the  original 
Braille  system.    Since  the  original  alphabets  are  entirely  different  from  the  western 
ones,  the  sounds  are  not  in  the  some  order  as  the  Latin  alphabet.    Tho  Indians  wished 
to  preserve  the  original  of  tho  characters  established  in  the  Louis  Braille  alphabet 
and  simply  adapt  it  to  the  order  of  their  alphabet.    The  principle  of  tho  sai'.ie  soimd 
for  the  sojno  letter  thus  could  not  be  applied  by  this  method.    An  attempt  was  made  to 
persuade  the  Indian  delegates  to  carry  ont  tho  principle  of  srmo  sound  for  seme  lette:^ 
so  that  tho  Braille  character  would  represent  the  some  thing  to  all  language  groups 
of  the  vrorld.    The  Indians  felt  that  they  would  rather  adhere  to  the  order  of  th-;; 
Braille  system  as  designed  by  Louis  Braille  than  to  malce  certain  chrjiges-for  sotUid 
purposes  v/hich  ivould  be  of  doubtful  value,  'Dr.  Geffner  further  stated: 

"In  the  resolutions  chat  wore  adopted,  it  v;as  a  little  embarrassing  to  point 
out  to  the  Indian  government  that  in  this  case  we  could  not  rocommcrxl  the  principle 
that  was  guidii^g  the  v/holc  Conference,  but  it  was  rocomi?.endod  that  tho  Indicji  govorn- 
mcnt  should  reconsider  tho  whole  thing,"    ******    Although  the  alphabets  used  in 
Arabic  countries  did  not  conform  to  the  Louis  Braille  system,  they  shov/od  full  will- 
ingness to  change  to  tho  uniform  code,  oven  though  it  meant  the  discarding  of  12 
years  accumulation  of  manuscripts.    They  were  oven  v/illing  to  break  tradition  by 
changing  tho  direction  of  reading  -  from  right  to  left  -  to,  from  lofc  to  right  -  to 
conform  to  the  western  practice.  *  *  *         *  An  iaiiportont  decision  mo.de  at  the  Con- 
ference vras  to  establish  a  world  council  for  Braille  v:hich  v.-'ould  not  bo  m  authority 
to  establish  rules  or  to  tell  countries  whr^;  to  do,  but  to  act  in  cji  advisory  capacity 
for  setting  up  new  systems  or  interpreting  existing  ones  in  conformity  with  Braille 
principles,      *  *  *  *  Finally,  it  vias  decided  to  recornriiond  to  all  institutions  end 
agencies  for  the  blind,  to  comraomorato  rnnually  on  Jan,  Ii.th  the  birthday  of  Louis 
Braillo,  tlio  great,  emancipator  of  the  blind. 

The  second  speaJcer  of  the  evening,  Dr,  Robert  B,  In'/in,  presented  a  detailed 
account  of  the  problems  which  beset  Braille  experts  in  their  endeavors  to  establish 
a  uniform  system  for  English  speaking  peoples, 

"I  feel  that  the  people  v;ho  are  interested  in  braille  and  xfho  axe  doing  so  much 
to  get  more  brailled  literature  available  to  blind 'people,  should  know  a  little  more 
than  the  coverage  does  about  tho  history  of  braille,  havr  it  happened  to  bo  as  it  is  ' 
today,  ******    As  you  probably  Icnow,  Louis  Braille  invented  this  syfccm  in  1829, 
at  tho  age  of  20,  and  at  tho  ago  of  25  ho  evolved  the  system  of  music  notations  vdiich 
has  stood,  Vv-ith  fovr  chojages,  doivn  to  the  present  tijao,    Louis  Braille  introduced  his 
system  in  the  school  whore  he  vfas  first  a  pupil  ajid  then  a  teacher  caid  taught  it  under 
some  protest  froiu  the  mcnagcxment.    The  line  system  of  Valentin  Hauy  was  the  accepted 
system  at  the  time  and  it  vras  not  until  2  years  after  Braille's  death  that  the  Braille 
systau  was  adopted  by  his  oito  school,  in  IG^ij..    Braille  became  an  international  system 
20  yeoJTs  o.fter  his  death,  ***** 

In  1859,  tho  School  for  tho  Blind  in  St,  Louis,  Mo,,  adopted  it  o,s  their  system' 
but  it  made  little '  progress  in  this  covratry  until  many  years  lo.ter.    In  the  early 
186o»s  a  Jvir,  TIcdto,  of  Now  York  City  ovolvod  what  was  later  called  the  Hovi  York  Point 


System,  vj-hich  spread  r.ll  over  the  United  States  and  probably  delayed  for  a  nimaber  of 
years  the  adoption  of  Braille  in  this  country,  *  ^<  *  *  *  *  *  The  Now  York  Poirt  System 
adopted  tlie  principle  of  frequency  of  recvjrronce  of  letters  which  gave  the  least  nur;i- 
ber  of  dots  to  the  most  coiranonly  used  letters,  ******  la-,  Joel  Smith,  a  teacher 
in  Perkins  Institute^  favored  the  Louis  Braille  System  cjxd  attempted  to  apply  the  fre- 
quency of  recurrence  principle  to  that  system,  thus  evolving  the  so-called  "iimericrji 
Braille"  system,  *  ******  Then  Ilr,  Allen  of  the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind 
nnd  Mr,  Hall  and  othors  of  Illinois  as  vrell  as  some  other  superintendents  took  up  the 
cudgels  in  behalf  of  this  now  Braille  System  which  they  called  "/ijaer iccai  Braille"  ojid 
so  a  nico,  merry  row  v/ent  on.  *****  *  V'oll,  ¥/hen  thoy  started  out  in  I89O,  appro;:- 
iraately  all  the  schools  in  this  country  for  the  blind  v>rero  using  the  IIomj  York  Point 
System,  *  *  *  *  *  Mr,  Allen  sot  up  a  li'vblo  printing  plrait  of  his  own  cn.d  begrji 
printing  Braille,  which  at  that  time  was  printed  by  movable  type,  then  thoy  printed 
from  metal  plates  with  a  stylus  which  vrcis  sturdy,  and  a  m^allot  which  pounded  it  out 
on  metn.1  -  thoy  pmichod  it  out  -  rnd  then  they  printed  from  it,  much  as  thoy  do  today, 
***!.;;*  Ill  1892  I'lr,  Hall,  who  was  the  hoo4  of  a  school  for  tlie  blind  in  Illinois, 
invented  a  Braille  writing  machine.     It  was  demonstrated  at  a  convention  in  Illniois 
by  Mr.  Hallos  daughter.    To  match  this,  Mr,  uaite  evolved  the  Kleidograph,  a  machine 
which  could  write  !Iev/  York  Point,    To  counteract  this,  Mr,  Eall  in  1893  came  to  the 
Chicago  World i^s  Fair  v/ith  a  new  writer  "v/Iiioh  could  emboss  m.ctal  plates.    So  then 
Mr,  ITaitc  imaediotcly  designed  a  Kleidograph  vfhich  could  also  print  on  nest al,  *  *  *  * 
Hov/evor,  there  was  one  fatal  vrocJaiess  in  liow  York  Point,    They  couldn^t  mcke  a  capital 
letter  very  well  vj-ithout  making  the  chca'actors  voi-y  clurrisy.    So  mos     of  the  books 
vrere  vn^itton  without  capito.ls.    All  tlio  ij-iorioan  Braille  people  said  that  v.'o  must 
v/rito  Braille  correctly  cxd  called  Hew  York  Point  the  illiterate  system,    Thoy  claimed 
that  if  blind  people  did  not  see  good  raised  type  written  properly,  thoy  v/ould  not  be 
able  to  v/rite  properly  themselves,    Gr:.xlually,  superintendents  of  schools  for  the 
blind  switched  to  the  use  of  the  Ai'aoricen.  Braille  System,    Th".  controversy  got  so 
bitter  aiid  so  personal  that  some  of  tlie  superintendents  v/ould  not  sit  at  the  seme 
table  with  each  other.    It  gob  so  bad  thrt  in  1902  the  Instructors  aesoo io.tion  passed 
a  resolution  at  a  meeting  in  Raleigh,  H.  C,,  ruling  that  the  typo  question  could  not 
be  brouglib  up  on  the  floor  of  the  Association  and  it  was  not  brought  up  for  6  years, 
I  don*t  think  that  enyone  who  has  come  into  the  Braille  field  recently  has  civj  idea 
of  the  acrimony  wkiich  existed.    How  this  acrimony  v:c.s  not  cjii.ong  blind  poople,  it  was 
cmong  seeing  -people.     It  wasn^t  anything  very  vital  to  them,  excepting  from  a  selfish 
staridpoint,  or  perhaps  pride.     There  was  so  much  feeling  and  erjmity  that  you  could  not 
believe  that  it  vras  all  based  on  good-v;ill,  *****    it  is  interesting  to  point  out 
that  the  members  of  the  /u'ncn'ican  Associabion  of  I/:structors  for  the  Blind  vroro  also 
trustees  of  the  ijnerican  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  which  has  on  appropriotion  from* 
the  governmont.    These  trustees  had  tiic  pou'ijr  to  decide  v,rho.t  to  print,  rnid  so  long  as 
the  Hew  York  Point  people  had  a  majority  on  that  board  they  v/ould  not  allov;  any  of 
the  government  money  to  be  spent  on  printing  Braille  books,  ******  Iji  I910,  at  a 
convention  in  Lcuisxdlle,  Ky,,  a  motion  vras  passed  permitting  li.0%  of  the  govormncnit 's 
appropriation  to  be  spent  on  Braille  printing.    From  that  time  on  Braille  gradually 
grov;  ijintil  thence  'wero  2/^  of  the  schools  for  the  blind  using  Braille  instead  of  Hev/ 
York  Point,  until  191?  '^vhen  the  v/hole  question  v/as  settled.     In  1905  tlie  blind  people 
had  gott'n  sick  of  all  this  argument  cud  decided  that  if  the  type  question  v/as  over 
to  bo     settled  it  v/ould  have  to  bo  settled  by  the  people  to  v/hom  it  vras  of  the  great- 
est concern  oiid  so  they  appointed  0.  uniform  typo  coraiittoe  consisting  '^f  blind  people, 

*  *  *  *  They  v/orked  out  a  series  of  tests  to  determine  which  system  vjould  measure  up 
as  the  best  system.  ******  These  tests  v/ore  carried  on  am.ong  blind  people  all 
over'  the  United  States  and  shov/od  that  iu.iericrai  Braille  was  the  better  system,  Eavr- 
over,   in  further  tests  carried  on  in  l^ngland,  the  Committee  discovered  tlao.t  the  Eng- 
lish system  of  Braille,  v/hich  v/as  Louis  Braille's  original  system  v/as  even  better, 

*  *  *  *  *  :|c  Xn  1915  they  brought  out  a  "Stcuidard"  dot  system,  v/hich  v/as  a  compromise 
"between  Braille  and  Hew  York  Point  but  v/as  not  very  much  like  eithor.    It  "didnH  toJco 
Very  v/oll  and  v/as  called  "Stcindard  Rot"  by  the  Braille  readers  in  Englmd,  *  *  *  *  * 
Finally,  in  I916  they  decided  to  adopt  a  modified  English  Braille  system  containing 
only  III!,  p-ontr actions  instead  of  I85  v/hich  v/as  being  used  in  England,    Th.is  v/as  called 
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"Revised  Braillo,  Grc^do  1^-."    *  *  *  =;<  *  The  English  refused  to  adopb  this  slovror 
method  of  reading  and  in  1925  the  prohlcn.  v/c.s  turned  over  to  the  /u-aoricrji  Foundp.tion 
for  the  Blind  vrhich  carried  on  further    investigation  of  the  desires  of  Braille  read- 
ers, *  *  *'*  At  last  in  1932  a  deputation  from  the  United  States  net  with  a  oor;raittee 
in  England,  with  the  authority  to  sign  an  agreencnt  upon  a  uniforr.i  systcn  for  the  Eng- 
lish speaJcing  v/orld,  oven  if  v/e  had  to  sv/allow  the  whole  British  systoin."*  ***** 

miESCO  PLANS  FJRTHER  STEPS  TCvfMD  GREATER  UiaFORlilTY 
OF  WORLD tS  illAILLS  SYSTa!S 
(The  follo'vving  is  based  on  information  rcccavcd  at  UII  Headquarters,  Lalce  Success,  II, Y., 
from  IJITESCO,  PARIS  and  released  for  the  press  July  6,  I950) 

Additional  efforts  to  aid  the  v;orld»s  blind  persons,  by  strndardiz ing  different 
system  of  Braille  cjnd  by  removing  customs  duties  from  articles  manufacturod  specifi- 
cally for  the  blind,  v/ill  bo  made  in  the  coming  months  by  the  United  ITations  Educa- 
tional, Scientific  ond  Culture!  Orgcaiization  as  a  result  of  decisions  toJcon  at  tji-esC0»S 
fifth  General  Conference  in  Florence. 

Tlic  General  Conference  unanimously  approved  the  rocomendat ions  prepared  in 
March  by  th6  International  Conference  on  Braille  Uniformity,    This  action^  iriJESGO  has 
pointed  out,  "mrrlcs  an  iraportant  stage  on  the  road  to  v:orld  Braille  unifomnity.  It 
brirjgs  to  0x1  end   the  original  Braille  study  undertaken  by  UrlESCO  at  the  requoEt  of 
of  the  Govenmont  of  India,  which  found  itself  faced  with  mdcing  a  choice  botv.-een  tv/o 
distinct  Bro.ille  principles.    One  of  those  gave  entirely  different  values  to  the 
Braille  letters    from  those  v/hich  xrcrc.  traditional  in  most  Braille  systems.  The 
Braille  Conference  saw  no  need  for  India  to  adopt  an  insolationist  Braille  end  gave 
the  reply  that  a  world  Braille  system  v;as  both  desirable  and  practicable," 

The  Braillo  Conference  also  m.ade  specific  suggestions  to  the  Florence  Conforonco 
for  bringing  about  vrorld  Braillo  unifoz"..iity ,    These  have  been  accepted  a:id  financial 
provision  authorized  so  that  the  r/ay  is  now  open  for  a  second  phase  of  Ul-IESCO  assis- 
tance. 

The  first  step  v;ill  be  to  enlarge  tJie  number  of  accepted  Braillo  symbols  for  the 
more  commonly  used  sounds  of  letters  in  the  world^s  scripts.    Recognized  symbols  v;ill 
need  to  bo  established  for  such  letter  s-^unds  as  KH,  EH,  DK,  TS,  DJ  and  so  on,  UIJESCO 
has  provided  for  export  consultation  in  this  field  and  for  the  drafting  of  a  basic 
V^orld  Braille  Chart,  which  would  become  the  r.oain  key, 

A  complement rjfy  step  vrill  be  the  organizing  of  a  regional  conforcnce  for  the 
purpose  of  agrooing  upon  a  Standard  Arabic  Braillo  for  all  countries  using  the  Arabic 
script.    This  includes  sucli  countries  as  llorocco  oxxd  Malaya,  Egypt,  Ircji  and  Fo2-.istan, 
for  ^vhich  no  fewer  than  eight  conflicthig  s^/stems  have  existed  in  the  past,    UITESCO  may 
arrange  this  ccnforcnce  in  the  near  firUire,    possibly  in  Cairo, 

Another  regional  conforonco  is  plariiiod  to  bring  together  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
Braille  users  from  Spain,  Portugal  and  Latirx  i'j.iorica  to  seek  agreement  on  systoi:is  of 
Braillo  abbrevietiens  • 

Efforts  vrore  made  in  this  direction  some  years  ago  in  the  Argentine,  but  the 
existence  of  several  contradictory  systems  of  abbreviations  continues  to  hcjidicap  the 
full  and  rational  printing  of  Braille  literature  for  these  inporteait  areas. 

The  publicanion  of  a  master  reference  vrark  on  Bredlle  is  another  recor.xiendation 
the  Florence  Conference  has  authorized.    This  will  contain  a  record  of  Braillo  history 
and  principles  end  a  nmber  of  authoritative  charts.    It  is  hoped  that  the  existence 
of  a  refer  once  book  of  this  kind  my  help  to  medntain  uniform  Braille  practice  in  the 
f  ut  uro  • 

The  Conference  also  decided  to  sot  up  a  small  World  Braille  Council  o.ssooiated 
with  UITESCO,  the  ftinction  of  which  will  be  to  interpret  policies  established  by  inter- 
national agreement,  to  act  as  a  clearing  house  of  information,  and  to  contribute  toT/CvTd 
continued  wiiforn  practice.    These  tasks  are  expected  to  bo  completed  by  the 'end  of  1^1, 

As  the  result  of  another  unanimous  decision  by  the  Florence  Conference,  UITESCO 
will  recommend  to  all  member  governi:ient s  that  Braillo  books  end  apparatus  manufactured 
specially  for  the  educational,  scientific  end  cultural  advancement  of  the  blind,  end 
consigned  to  recognized  agencies  for  the  blind,  be  exonx-)t  from,  import  end  export  duties 
end  from  currency  restrictions. 


If  accepted  by  their  govonmcnts ,  this  provision  is  oxpoctecl  to  bo  of  f-rcct  help 
to  moiiy  small  societies  particularly  in  Lahin  /u-norica,  Asia  and  Africa,  the  fiLiancio.l 
resources  of  vrhic?!  arc  cxtro:-nely  liin.ited* 

BRAILLE  CLUB  RESOLUTION  ACTED  UPON  FAVORiJ?LY  fj!  l-I/JIONAL  COWSIilTIOITS. 

'.''sHEREAS ,  it  is  desirable  that  technical  developments  in  the  production  of 'braille  in 
IJorth  x'jiicrica  should  bo  studied  and  co-ordinated  by  this  association,  ccad, 
■'.l[^ERFAS,  this  o.ssociation  should  be  prepared  in  all  possible  inctaticcs  to  support  cjid 
cooporatG  ivith  oaiy  agoncy  of  the  United  h'ations    concerned  with  the  stcjidardisaticn 
of  braille  throughout  the  world,  ojid  vdth  any  other  groups  and  orgoiiizations  concerned 
v/ith  these  matters  hero  and  abroad,  and, 

TrJHEREi-S,    sterc  ot yp ers,  trcjiscribors ,  rn.d  proof-readers  vrork  without  benefit  of  au- 
thoritative uniform  inter prot;.t ion  of  the  rules  of  braille,  v/ith  the  result  of  con- 
tinuing multiformity  in  the  braille  liter oture  of  ITorth  iur^erica,  rnd, 
YfliEREtlS,  this  association  is  desirous  of 'promoting  the  use  of  tactile  p>rint  wlxa'evor 
any  such  tactile  system  may  prove  useful, 

BE  IT  RESQL^^D,  that  a  JOINT  UNIFOiai  BR/JJ,LE  COMIITIEE  of  six  members  bo  established 
by  tho  Amorioao.  Association  of  Instructors  of  the  Blind,  and  .  the  Anericrji  Association 
of  TTorkers  for  tlie  Blind,  with  trii-eo  nx-mbers  to  bo  appointed  by  each  of  those  associ- 
ations, whose  duties  nnd  fvmctions  shall  be  to  consult,  study,  and  racJce  approprio.te 
recoimaendaticrns  toward  tho  promotion  mad  increased  facility  of  to.ctilc  reading,  in- 
cluding such  teclmical  forms  of  braille  as  music,  mathem.atios  caid  science. 


IMPORTiiNT  SERVICE  FOR  THE  ELIIID  DISCONTIxIUED 

It  is  vdth  sincere  regret  that  wo  learn  that  the  llcvv^  York  Chapter  of  the  /arjcrican 
Red  Cross  is  to  discontinue  its  service  for  the  blind  as  of  Dec,  1950,  For  m.ony  years 
this  chapter  has  produced  much  noodod  hcjid-trojiscribod  and  printed  braille  material 
and  recently  entered  into  the  sound  recording  field  for  students.  The  braille  service 
is  to  be  turned  over  to  tho  New  York  Association  for  the  Blind  end  tho  student  record- 
ing service  is  to  bo  carried  on  by  the  Hew  York  Giiild  for  tlio  Jevrish  Blind, 


tr;jtscribers»  guide  published  in  BR/JIXE, 

To  fill  many  requests  received  from  blind  proof-readers,  homo  teachers  raid  in- 
structors, tho  NoYj-  York  Guild  for  the  Jcvdsh  Blind,  announces  that  it  is  publishing 
the  "Trcaiscribers »  Guide  to  Stcn.dard  E;.igli;:h  Braille"  by  Bernard  M,  Krobs,  in  a 
braille  edition.    The  first  issue  of  100  copies  aro  to  bo  distributed  v/ithout  charge 
to  those  Y/ho  will  find  it  of  value  in  their  work»    More  than  1700  Torint  copies  have 
already  been  distributed  to  trrdis cribers  who  hove  found  it  inv?J.uable  in  mastering 
and  interpret 3n.g  the  rules  of  braille, 

A  FVJrJAL  OF  ST/JvIDAR-D  ENGLISH  BRAILLE  by  Alice  Rolirback  nnd  liar j eric  S.  Hooper 

"A  Monual  of  Standard  English  Braille"  has  boon,  designed  to  supersede  manucJLs  for 
Grade  One  and  a  Half  arxl  Grade  Two  Braille,  published  by  the  /unericcji  Rod  Cross, 
v/hich  have  been  tho  standard  textboolcs  for  instruction  in  Braille  transcribing  for 
many  years,    Sin.ce  Grade  Two  is  novr  u^od  as  the  standard  internationrJ  system  for 
English  Braille,  this  nov.--  manual  permits  students  of  Braille  and  instructors  of 
transcribers  to  approach  Grade  Two  ii.modiptely,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessity  of  un- 
learning rules  v/hich  apply  to  Grado  l;j-  only. 

In  carrying  out  the  revision,  the  o.uthors  have  adhered  strictly  to  tho  rules  of 
Standard  English  Braillo  as  prescribed  by  tho  iimericcii  Braille  COiiXiission  and  the 
Project  Books  for  tho  Adult  Blind,    In  addition  to  this,  hovrovor,  the  manual  includes 
a  n\»iiber  of  clarifications  rjid  other  supplementary  item^  of  technique  on.d  procedure 
v/hiohvj-ill  prove  of  real  value  to  Braille  transcribers.     The  enlargement  of  the  listing 
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of  typical  and  problem  r/ords,  the  supplementation  of  the  symbols  for  use  in  foreign 
languages,  the  practical  instructions  for  liandling  cmbersome  tables,  cxid  the  inclu- 
sion of  a  listing  of  sources  for  supplies  and  for  teolinical  information,  will  aid  in 
solving  many  of  the  problems  in  transcribing  v:hich  have  been  encountered  in  day-to-day 
work. 

In  drav/ing  up  the  manual,  the  authors  have  closely  followed    the  practices  of 
presenting     lessons  and  rules  which  v/ere  used  in  the  supplanted  texts.    Although  ' 
this  method  of  instruction,   proved  fairly  satisfactory  in  the  two  seporato  incaiuals, 
its  use  in  the  combination  volLcne  is  curobci'some  and  unwieldy. 

In  anticipr'.'^ing  thy  publication  of  a  ne\r  transcribers'  manual,  teachers  and 
braillists  have  boon  lookitig  forv/ard  eagerly  for  a  textbook  which  would  be  clear  in 
presentation  of  mctorial  as  v/oll  as  adequate  in  construction  for  use  by  individuals 
who  could  not  avail  then,selvos  of  the  services  of  qualified  instructors.     The  new 
manual  docs  not  satisfy  either  of  these  necxls.    For  each  lesson  the  student  is  re- 
quired to  refer  to  one  cr  more  rules  in  cnothcr  section  of  the  book  since  the  o"-plmi-^ 
ations  given  vd.th  each  exercise  do  not  contain  the  complete  information. 

Although  the  preface  states:  "In  the  exorcises  no  character  or  contraction  is 
used  v.h.ich  has  not  boon  introduced  in  a  previous  exorcise,"  there  arc  instoiicos  v/here 
this  principle  is  net  follovrod,    Furth-.rrioro,  reference  is  made  to  rules  vrhich  contain 
more  advanced  information  than  is  requir  ed  by  the  lesson  at  hand,  cjid  the  stud  art  is 
forced  to  ferret  out  that:  portion  of  the  materiel  which  actually  applies  to  the  exer- 
cise being  covered. 

In  converse  to  good  teaching  practices,  the  exploaiatory  m.atorial  v/hioh  prooodcs 
the  exercise  often  contains  precautionoj-y  tostructions  and  information  of  doubtful 
value  which  tends  to  confuse,  rather  thrn  to  clarify,  the  subject  matter.    For  exam- 
ple, the  constant  admonition  not  to  confuse  characters  vdth  those  of  opposite  forma- 
tion encouro^cs  the  student  to  connect  them  in  his  mind»s  eye  and  thus  adds  to  the 
difficulty  of  mastering  the  nevv  symbols,    A  statement  such  as:  "The  follovmig  12 
abbreviations  are  somewhat  infrequently  used,  being  employed  primarily  in  religious 
work,  such  as  The  J3ible,"  tends  to  give  the  student  the  irapression  that  those  contrac- 
tions arc  of  such  limited  use  that  it  is  perhaps  not  nccessory  to  mn.Eter  them  fully. 

One  of  the  primaiy  requirements  of  such  an  exho.ustive  to:ctbook  on  tronscribing 
is  on  adequate  reference  index.    The  new  mrmial  contains  a  fine 'table  of  contents, 
but  the  index,  v/hich  proved  so  helpful  in  the  Red  Cross  mojiuals,  has  been  omitted. 
Since  supplementary  information  to  the  ri.iles  appears  in  lessons  and  appendices,  the 
required  answer  to  a  given  problem  oon  only  be  arrived  c&.  ivith  considerable  difficulty. 

In  spite  of  these  factort.^,  the  nev/  m.anual  docs  provide  a  good  basic  text  for 
stixlonts  rjnd  instructors  of  Bro.illo  trojiscribing.    Although  it  does  not  conform  in 
part  to  effective  teaching  techniques,  this  lack  is  compensated  for,  to  some  degree, 
by  the  fund  of  valuable  information  which  it  contains.     The  essential  value  of  this 
manual  to  the  whole    transcribing  field  lies  in  the  fact  that  there  is  at  long  last 
on  officioJ  textbook  of  rules  and  instruction, 

Bernard  M,  Krobs,  Librarian 

NoT^  York  Guild  for  the  Jewish  Blind 

EXCERPTS  FROM  A  REVIEl'I^  OF  TIE  MAIIU/J.  PUBLISHED  IN  "THE  mii  BEACON" 
imCE  15,  1950; 

"This  manual  is  both  a  book  of  instr-action  for  tromscribers  and  an  authoritative 
text-book  of  Braille  for  Ainorican  students,  *  *  *  *  Contractions  are  jjitroduced  very 
quickly,  yet  the  Exercises  are  not  alv.^ays  confined  to  words  that  have  already  been 
studiedf  *****  Bub  the  chief  criticism  of  the  Mrjiual,  considered  as  a  Primer, 
would  certcdnly  be  that  it  leaves  the  application  of  the  more  difficult  rules  very 
much  to  the  student  himself.    There  are  not  enough  oxaiaples  given  in  the  Lessons  on 
the  use  of  tho  Signs  introduced,  especially  in  Grade  II,  vdiich  the  studorrfc  con  (and 
indeed  should)  copy  out  on  his  machine  before  embarking  on  the  Exercise  set  for  that 
Lesson,  *  *  *  *  To  sum  up:  this  Manual  is  a  serious  and  comprehensive  work  on  Stand- 
ard English  Braille  as  interpreted  by  /unerioan  Braillists."'' 
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EJICSRPTS  FRCM 

"A  Monual  of  Staiidrxd  English  Braille  by  Alico  Rohrbaok  mid  Mnrjorio  S,  Iloopor" 

"1/Yords  o.rc  not  divided  bet^voen  pages,  the  first  part  not  being  included  at  the  botton 
of  one  page  atad  the  remainder  at  the  top  of  the  next." 

"In  order  to  save  space,  vrords  are  divided  at  ends  of  lines  betvroen  car/  tv;o  syllables. 
Do  not,  hoiTcvor,  divide  hyphenated  compound  v/ords  except  at  the  hyphen." 
(Merry-go-round  not  nier-ry-go-round) 

"If  it  necessary  to  write  the  dash  ending  a  paragraph  at  the  beginning  of  a  Braille 
line,  the  last  v>rord  or  syllable  iirjaediatoly  preceding  it  should  also  be  carried  over," 

In  connection  with  the  writing  of  plays: 
"STAGE  DIRJ:^CTI0IT3:  Italics  should  be  omitted  for  all  stage  directions,  mid  the  Braille 
parenbheses  should  be  substituted  for  all  brackets  usually  found  in  thc  ink-print 
copy.    Stage  settings  of  cconos  should  bo  v;ritton  in  paragraph  forra,  omitting  italics, 
and  enclosed  in  parentheses ,    Wliorc  stage  directions  for  individual  characters  occur 
following  the  nojie  Uxt  precediiig  the  dialogue,  the  directions  should  be  written  in 
unitalicizod  Braille  erclosod  in  parcnthesos,  followed  by  a  colon,    YJhorc  stage  di- 
roctions  aro  Gnbodiod  in  conversation,  they' should  bo  onclosod  in  parentheses.  Stage 
directions  for  coming  on  and  off  stage  should  be  indented  four  or  six  spaces,  depend- 
ing upon  v/Iicther  the  play  is  v/rittcn  in  piroso  or  poetry  fern. 

ACTS  eJid  SCEISS:     Each  act  and  scone,   as  well  as  the  list  of  characters,  etc, 
should  always  begin  a  new  page, 

CHARACTERS:     Tlie  names  of  all  characters  should  begin  at  the  margin,  and  all 
runovers  of  dialogue  should  be  indented  -two  spaces.    Never  center  naraos  of  characters, 
Tho  name  of  oach  character  should  bo  follov.-nd  by  a  colon,  rather  than  a  period,  rx.d 
the  dialogue  should  begin  on  the  sane  line.    Omit  italics  in  n^aes  of  characters  in- 
troducing dialogue,  but  include  them,  wherever  they  appear  in  dialogue.    Do  not  use 
full  capitals  for  nomos  of  characters. 

POETRY:    vaiorc  plays  ore  printed  in  poetical  form,  begin  the  first  line  of  dia- 
logue on  the  scjuo  lino  v/ith  the  name  of  the  spoalccr,  after  the  colon.    All  other 
lines  of  poetry  should  be  indented  tvro  spo..cos,  and  all  runovers  of  pootiorO.  dialogv;e 
should  be  indented  four  spaces,  to  preserve  the  poetical  format," 

"I'/hon  eomitiiig  the  lines  of  Braille  text  to  determine  tho  line  on  which  the  footnote 
occurs,  do  not  count  blank  lines," 

"Tho  parts  of  a  compound  v;ord  or  phrase  rxvjst  bo  capitalized  separately,  including  the 
repetition  of  the    double  capital  sign  after  the  hyphen," 

"In  such  expressions  "as  "Number  1"  and  "llo,  1",  wit  e' out  the  Y/ord  "HurlTcr"  inthc 
former,  but  omit  »ITo»»  in  tho  latter  abbreviated  form,  since  tho  Braille  numeral  sign 
moires  its  uso  superfluous," 

"If  the  ink-print  text  employs  only  the  suffi:^:  d_  in  such  nur.ibers  as  »2d»  and  *3d', 
for  '2ndt  end  »3rdt  respectively,  either  the  lotrbor  sign  should  be  insei-tod  before 
the  d_  or  the  form  should  be  chon.ged  to  nd  or  rd,  as  necessary,  in  order  to  avoid 
confusion  with  reading  the  suffix  as  the  tGar"dinal  Nmiibor  !).»," 

"The  com  sign  should  not  be  usod  when  preceded  by  a  capital  sign," 

"Transcribed  material  binds  most  conveniently  into  volmes  of  approximiately  100  pages 
each,  with  a  mijiijauiu  of  90,  ojid  a  maxiaauii  of  110  pages  of  Braille," 

"iO-ways  include  tlio  running  head  cii  each  page  of  tables,  and  also  the  title  of  the 
table  and  tho  word  » Continued*  where  tables  require  more  than  one  sheet.    If  tables 
are  short  and  sinplo,  and  it  is  possible  to  roproduco  tho  i-aaterial  in  oolurn  foir.i 
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exactly  as  it  is  shovm  in  ink-print ,  it  is  best  to  follov^r  copy,    Havvever,  it  is 
recoimiiended  that  at  least  tv;o  or  three  blank  cells  be  left  between  each  column  of 
the  Braille  table  where  the  perpendicular  rules  are  omitted,  even  if  this  necessitates 
using  more  than  one  line  for  the  information  usually  given  in  the  first  colujnn  o.t  the 
margin.    Condense  and  abbreviate  coluinn  heodings  if  necossarjr.    Do  not  divide  inte- 
gral numbers  into  tv/o  lines  in  order  to  fit  them  into  the  columns.    Use  loaders 
(dot  5)  if  there  arc  vdde  spaces  betT/ccin  unrviled  columns,  in  order  to  help  the  reader 
follov/  the  lines  across  the  po.ge  from  coltoiin  to  column.      If  tables  arc  tod  long  or 
too  "big  to  be  reproduced  in  columnoj'  form,  the  material  can  bo  paragraphed,  as  follc-Ts; 

Write  the  running  head  and  page  number  in  the  top  line;  then  leave  a  blank  lino; 
center  the  title  of  the  table  (usually  v;ritben  in  double  capitals),  plus  any  sub- 
titles written  in  single  capitals,  in  as  many  lines  as  are  required;  then  leave  cai- 
other  blcnk  liiie,  followed  bj  the  follov/ing  note:   'Note:  In  the  follov/ing  table— 
(heading  from  Column  l)  is  follov/ed  by— (heading  from  Column  II),  is  follovred  lay— 
(heading  from  Column  III),  etc,*    This  note  may  necessitate  some  slight  rov/ordajig  of 
the  column  headings  to  conform  with  good  IJnglish  usagoo    Another  line  should  then  be 
lefb  blank,  and  the  actual  text  of  the  table  should  stoxt  in  the  margin  beginning 
vdth  the  infomation  in  the  first  line  of  Column  . I,    A  colon  should  bo  placed  afber 
the  material  from  Coluinn  I,  aiid  then  be  followed  in  the  same  line  with  the  inforxaatian 
from  the  first  liiic  of  Column  II  followed  by  a  somi-colon,  the  material  from  ColuirJi 
III  followed  by  a  semi-colon,  etc.    Only  the  first  Bra3.11e  line  of  eo.oh  lino  of  the 
table  should  be  outdented  to  the  margin,  rvLl  runovers  beginning  in  cell  three,  Alv/ays 
repeat  the  dollar  sign,  per  cent  sign,  yco.r,  bushels,  etc,  for  each  term  of  each 
column,    Yvliero  there  are  blaaks,  indicating  lack  of  information,  etc.,  in  the  Col- 
UTiins,  these  should  be  indicated  each  time  by  a  dash  followed  by  the  somi-colon,  so 
th.at  the  Braille  lino  ?d.ll  be  in  cons e cub ive  order  and  such  lack  of  inf  orraation  vdll 
be  apparent  to  the  Braille  reader, 

liE'S  DEAF,  BLPlID— and  WBRJER  OF  COLLEGE  DEGREE 
ROBERT  SMITIIDAS 

(The  folloTdng  article  written  by  Violet  Brovm  appeared  in  the  BROOKLYIJ  EAGLE  of 
June  11,  1950) 

Close  your  eyes  so  that  not  a  ray  of  light  enters.    Stuff  your  oars  so  thr.t  not 
a  whisper  sounds.    Forget  all  you  have  seon  since  you  wore  5  and  discai^d  all  you 
have  hecj'd  since  you  virore  11, 

Now  go  out  into  the  world  and  try  to  rnagino  the  difficulties  you  will  encounter 
from  the  time  you  awako  to  the  vibration  of  the  alarm,  clock  you  oamot  hooj*  until  the 
moment  you  go  to  sleep  in  a  night  you  can  only' surmise . 

Just  keeping  alive  seems  a  superhumrj"!  job,  doosn*t  it? 

But  tonight  Robert  Smithdas,  completely  doaf  and  blind,  gets  a  degree  mth  honors 
at  the  comanencemcnt  exercises  of  St,  Jo?in»s  College  of  St,  John*s  University,  Brook- 
lyn, K,  Y,,  probably  the  only  man  in  the  country  so  afflicted  ever  to  bo  gradurted 
from  college. 

The  other  day  at  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  Homo  for  the  Blind,  520  Gates  Ave,, 
where  ho  has  lived  for  five  yoors,  strapping  25- year-old  Snithdas  gave  some  idea  of 
what  went  into  that  precious  diploma. 

The  interview  itself  ^vas  an  object  lesson,    Smithdas  spoke  cloar'ly  but  labori- 
ously.   He  had  had  to  leorn  hov/  to  talk  all  over  again  when  he  lost  his  hearing  com- 
pletely when  ho  vj-as  13,  after  yepxs  of  strainjjig  to  hear. 

He  heard  questions  either  by  reading  the  spoaker^s  lips  and  throat  with  sensi- 
tive fingers  or  by  having  v/ords  spelled' into  his  palm  by  Louis  Bettica,  director  of 
services  for  the  deaf-blind  at  the  home. 

Every  idea  co:iiimunicated  to  Snithdas  since  he  was  11  ond  during  his  four  years  of 
college  had  to  bo  thus  channeled.    Every  report  that  he  made  had  to  be  re-translated 
by  him  for  norraal'eyes  and  oars. 

And  actually,  though  ho  become  blind  afber  an  attack  of  spinal  meningitis  in 
his  6th  year,  ho  did  not  start  brooking  through  the  wall  that  separated  him  from 
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normal  life  unbil  he  v/as  l6  and  was  sent  to  the  faraous  Perkins  Institute  for  the 
Deaf -Blind, 

Since  he  fiovild  not  hear,  he  follov/ed  orders  badly  at  the  school  he  had  been  to 
before  Perkins,  a  school  equipped  only  to  handle  the  problems  of  the  blind.  He 
■thought  often  that  teachers  vrere  shoving  him  raaliciously  v;hen  they,  in  reality,  vrare 
trying  desperotoly  to  shov/  him  v/hat  they  wantod  him  to  do. 

Ke  had  no  companionship.    The  boys  at  tlie  school  could  not  speak  to  him  and  he 
chafed  in  the  loneliness  he  still  finds  "the  hardest  thing  aboxxb  being  deaf," 

But  at  Porkins  lie  was  persuaded  to  vn-es-ble,  the  only  blind -deaf  man  over  to  do  so, 

"The  first  time  I  won,  I  knew  things  wore  going  to  bo  different,"  he  rolctcd, 
even  now  the  exultation  cloai'  in  his  voice,  "I  Imew  it  was  going  to  bo  all  right. 
For  the  first  tiriic,  I  wonted  to  ¥\rin," 

Afbor  that,  ho  applied  himself  in  earnest,    Nothing  was  "so  hard  that  I  couldn't 
learn  it,"  although  the  man  who  v/as  to  master  the  intricacies  of  Plato  and  Aquijia.s 
had  "a  little  trouble  v/ith  spolling--not  seeing  the  words,  I  tended  to  do  thorn  phonet- 
ically," 

"Handicaps  are  not  obstacles  that  caiiiiot  bo  overcome,"  ho  srdd,    "They  can  be 
surmounted  if  only  you  have  the    ambition  an.d  the  ability,  and  every  one  has  some 
talent," 

By  the  time  ho  vras  20,  Porkins  had  taviglxb  him  all  it  could  and  he  was  sent  to 
the  Brooklyn  agency  to  learn  to  bo  self-Supporting,    He  learned  all  the  jobs  in  the 
workshop  so  rapidly  that;  Peter  J,  Salmon,  executive  director,  decided  to  iicxe  the 
experiment  of  college  for  him, 

Ko'was  enrolled  at  St,  John's  under  a  State  scholarship,    A  youth  named  John 
Spainer,  now  22,  agreed  to  act  as  his  guide  o.s  a  way  of  er.rning  his  oviri  expenses 
through  the  college. 

Through  a  long  hot  summer  the  tv/o  young  ram  worked  togethor  at  the  home,  Smithdc^ 
teaching  Spainer  Braille  o.nd  the  manual  alphabet,    Spainer  learned  just  in  time, 

Nev/s  of   tlx)  blind-deaX  man's  enrollraont;  v/a.s  withhold  by  the  college  for  foa.r 
he  would  not  be  able  to  last  tlorough  tho  first  term.    By  mid-term,  however,  the 
Rev,  Cyril  F,  Kcyer,  dean,  was  able  to  ajmounoo  at  a  general  assembly  that  Sriiithdas 
not  only  had  made  the  grado  but  had  outrajiked  6^0  of  his  classma.tes.    His  average 
never  fell  bclovr  8^%  after  that. 

Every  day  Spr.inor  called  for  Smithdas  at  tho  home  and  brought  him  back,  for  tho 
combination  of  dcai^ioss  ard  blindness  maJces  finding  your  way  about  oxtrc:ncly  difficult. 
He  sat  beside  Smithdas  in  classes  and  kept  him  informed  of  v/hat  vms  going  on  by  the 
manual  alphabet.    In  tho  afternoon  Spainer  transcribed  tl^e  notes  he  took  into  Braille, 

Meanwhile,  B^ttioa  obtainnd  tho  boolcs  S/oithdas  needed.    Most  Via.d  to  be  done 
specially  for  hiir.,  since  his  need  wa-.s  unique,    Tho  National  Braille  Press  of  Boston 
did  some  of  the  trtnsoribing.    Tho  Jewish  Guild  for  tho  Blind  and  the  braille  group 
of  tho  Congrcgation^list  Plymouth  Church  did  tho  rest  for  tho  Catholic  youth. 

Hot/  much  work  went  into  just  this  phase  of  his  education  may  bo  judged  by  the 
fact  that  the  a.bridgod  dictionary  ho  used  tnJcos  up  32  volumes. 

For  tho  first  throe  yorirs  ho  was  in  oollogc,  Smithdas  made  mops  and  ma.ts  in  tho 
workshop  for  three  hours  every  day,  finding  it  "most  monotonous."  His  last  yoar  the 
heme  subsidized  him  so  that  he  could  spend  all  his  time  on  his  studies. 

He  took  all  tho    required  courses  except  lajboratoiy  sciences.    On  the  side,  ho 
v/roto  poetry  and  stories.    And  ho  maaiagcd  to  have  recreation  -  svfimning,  wcstling, 
fishing... -Ho  playod  cards  with  other  deaf-blind  men— "blackjack  at  a  penny  aixl  tvro"j 
danced,  following  tlK3  vibration  of  tho  drura;  road  his  favorite  romantic  poets  ruid 
Victorian  novelists. 

Samotimos  he  visited  his  father,  mother  (she  died  a  yea.r  ago)  and  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Pittsburgli,  all  of  them  for  him  forever  young  since  "I  see  their  faces  as 
they  were  when  I  was  5»" 

This  Summer  ho  goes  to  the  University  of  liichigan  to  study  rehabilitation  of 
tho  blind  and  in  trie  Fall  ho  will  probably  join  the  staff  of  tho  hame» 

His  rela.tivos  will  fool  a  special  pride  when  they  see  him  graduated  tonight  for 
ho  is  the  only  one  of  them  over  to  go  to  college.  His  father  is  a  stool  worker  and 
only  three  of  his  brothers  and  sistors  got  as  far  as  high  school , 
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Withoub  his  affliction  .--nd  the  special  Iiclp  it  brought  hin,  he  Imovrs  he  vrould  not 
have  had  the  interest  in  higher  education  ho  has  now  nor  the  opportunity  to  fi,et.  it. 

Does  the  satisfaction  of  his  ach ioveraent  aid  progress  make  up  for  his  handicaps? 
Of  course  not; 

"Nothir^^;;,"  he  said  simply,  "nothing  ccJi  possibly  make  up  for  what  I  have  lost." 
But  his  life  is  a  gallant  try, 

DE  PR  OPTO  IS 

by  Robert  Smithdas 
"I  praise  my  God  for  Ho  has  guided  me, 

Tlirough  darkness  too  intense  to  f.tnd  the  day;  '   "  . 

I  praise  my  God  for  He  provided  mo 

With  music  when  all  sound  had  died  away,,,,. 

Into  the  songless  dcjrknoss  of  my  days,  '  , 

fho  light  of  love  and  song  of  hope  have 'crept, 
until  my  spirit  sings  this  hjim  of  praise 
To  Him  who  vroke  mo  wlxin  m.y  'vholc  life  slept," 

THE  XAVIEFi  SOCIETY  CELSBRi^ES  ITS  GOLDHI  JUBILEE 

Fr.cuicis  Cardinal  Spollnan,  Archbishop  of  llovi  York,  blessed  ond  dodioo.tod  the  ncT  " 
national  hoadqCiartcrs  of  the  Xavicr  Society  for  the  Blind,  I5I1.  East  23rd  St,,  Uov;  York, 
SepbejTibGr  l6th,  on  the  Society's  50th  annivorscvry.    The  irapressivc  coronnnios  wore 
attended  by  more  thoji  25O  persons,  rcpreseiicing  organizations  for  the  blind  in  How  Yoriq, 
Ugw  Jersey,  and  other  States,    The  Rev,  John  J,  Klockc,  S,J,,  national  director  of  tlio 
Xavior  Society,  an  p,otivo  Braille  Club  member,  gave  a  report  on  the  Socieby's  progress 
and  stated  it  is  the  only  Catholic  publishing  house  in  the  United  States  and  Conada 
v/hich  supplies  free  reading  matter  to  the  blind. 

The  prosenb  Xovior  Library,  occupying  the  entire  second  floor  of  the  ncv;  building, 
contains  more  than  li.,500  volumes  in  Brailles,    Since  July  19^9  volunteer  vrorkors  tran- 
scribed by  hand  1,830  volvimes.    Many  of  those  volur.ios  v.-crc  the  work  of  mcnbcrs  of  the 
International  Fcderati.'XL  of  Catholic  Alni-inao,    In  addition  to  Braille  books,  -aic  Xavicr 
Librar^^  has  Talking  books  also  available,  free  on  loan. 


CORIffiRSTOlIE  LAID  FOR  M 
"LIGHTHOUSE"  BUILDING  OH  EAST  60TH  STREET,  HEIY.YORK  CITY 


In  June  more  than  a  thous  and  persons  vrero  present  at  the  ceremonies  when  Gov, 
Thomas  E,  Bev/ey  laid  the  cornerstone  of 'the  new  "Lig Itbhouso"  of  the  Hcv/    York  Associ- 
ation for  the  Blind,  on  East  60th  Street,  How  York  City,    The  building  is  no'w  completed 
and  work  is  in  progress  on  the  renovation,  of  the  old  building  on  E.ast  39bh  St,  YJlicn 
this  vrork  is  finished,  the  tvro  buildings  idll  be  connected. 


OBITU/jlY 

HiiDELEINE  S,  LOOMIS,  E.XPERT  IN  BRAILLE 


(From  *»H.Y,  Times"  Friday,  August  18,  I950) 

Madeleine  S,  Loomis,  a  Braille  export  and  teacher,  died  ITodncsday,  August  loth, 
at  the  Hew'York  Hospital  after  a  long  illness.    She  -was  56  yeoxs  old.    Born  in  Hart- 
ford, Conn,,  Miss  Loomis  began  her  study  of  Braille  in  I9I8  nnd  devoted  her  life  to 
simplifying  instruction  in  Braille  for  the  blind.    Since  1935,  she  was  m  instructor 
at  Columbia  Univcrsity»s  Teachers  College,  training  prospective  teachers  Of  Braille, 

Among  her  mny  books  in  the  field  xrcxs  "You  Can  Leorn  to  Road  Braille,"  v;hioh  she 
republished  in  I9I1.5  for  the  benefit  of  returning  service  men  without  profit  to  her  or 
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her  publisher.  Harper  He  Bros.  She  strove  also  to  introduce  Braille  to  persons  not 
entirely  %7ithout  sight,  who  v/ere  not  aided  by  associations  for  the  blind. 

Before  joining  the  Columbia  faculty.  Hiss  Loomis  vj-orked  mth  the  iu-aeriocai  Red 
Cross  and  ivas  instrvimental  in  establishing  a  system  of  Braille  in  the  Turkish  longuage. 

She  3-s  survived  by  a  brother,  StilliiiaJi  ';7,  Loomis  of  this  city, 

THE  BRAILLE  CLUB  I/EERIT  AViARD 


For  the  benefit  of  novj-  members,  may  ive  repeat  that  after  a  careful  a,nd  thorovigh 
investigation,  the  oxoOLrtivn  cornmittec  of  The  Braille  Club  has  selected  a  merit  avrard 
pin  vmich  is  both  handsome  and  significant  in  design.    The  pin  is  made  up  of  an  open 
book,  measuring  7/8"  X  5/8",    On  the  left  haiid  page  a  Braille  cell  of  6  simulo-ted 
stones  of  rubies,  '  sapphires  or  diamonds  indicating  the  grade  of  merit  av;ard,    (Grade  A, 
diamonds;  Grade  B,  sapphires;  Grade  C,  nxbies).    On  the  right  hand  side  raised  IcbborirE;; 


! 
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Those  pins  ■'.^111  be  available  to  trojtiscribors,  binders  and  teachers  who  moot  the 
following  specified  classification  of  service.    Cost  ^^6,00: 


TRiillSCRIBSRS: 


BINDERS : 


TEACHERS : 


Grade  A 
"  B 
"  C 

Grade  A 
"  B 
»  C 

Grade  A 

C 


distinguished  service)  20,000  pages 

rrritorious  "      )  10,000  " 

noteworthy  "      )    2,500  " 

distinguished  service)  10  years  active  service 
meritorious           "      )    5      "  "  " 

notcv/orthy  " 


)  2 


distinguished  service) 
•     "  ) 


10  years  active  service 
^       ti  n  .1 

2        "  !1  II 


ireritorious 

[noteworthy  "  ) 

Transcribers,  binders  and  toaohers  iTho  cp.n  qualify  for  the  various  classifications 
of  awards  are  encouraged  to  inform  i:!S  of  this  fact  and  of  their  desire  to  obtain  the 
appropriate  merit  awr^rd  pin. 

If  you  have  not  as  yet  filled  out  a  questionnaire,  or  if  since  you  mailed  your 
questionnaire  you  are  nm  eligible  for  arijr  one  of  the  positions  of  distinction, 
please  fill  out  questionnaire  on  page  IJ, 

Since  the  lis-b  published  in  the  previous  Bulletin,  frora  questionnaires  received 
to  date,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to ' acknoi^ledge  the  positions  of  distinction  v/hich 
the  fo Heaving  volunteers  have  obtained, 

"DISTniGULSIiSD  SEIiVICE" 


TR/iHSCRIBSR 


TEACHER 


"Students 


BBDm 


Ye  o.r  s 


Page 


Years    C  e  rt  i  f  ie  d    Ye  or  s 


Mrs,  Frankie  Cohen 
Des  Moines,  lai 

Miss  Edna  Ai  Yfood, 
Hew  York,  H.Y, 

Mrs.  Elinor  T,  Lazarus, 

Soarsdale,  N,Y, 
Mrs,  G,  B,  Rice, 

Brookl^oi,  H.  Y,  ' 
Mrs,  iumo  R OS  enfold, 

Dos  Moines,  Ia» 
Miss  Hazel  D',  VanDuyn 

Ridgowood,  K,J* 


10 


18 


20  plus       7000  plus 

"HOTE'IORTHY  SERVICE" 


2D 


VoliHTLes- 
bomd 


1500  pl-us 


7 

3 

h 


2500 

2600 
7400 


! 
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notices  will  be  sent  to  members  v/hon  payment;  is  due# 

E[TROILI-.'E]}IT  BLm^  FOR  ITEM  IMmWiS 
Teal-  off  here  and  mail  vdth  Check  or  Honey  Order 

Miss  Alice  Oilman,  Soo»y»-Treas, 

The  Braille  Club 

II4.  Washington  Plaoo,  Apt,  5- J 

Tievr  York  3*  lU  Y» 

Please  enroll  mo  as  an  active  member  of  The  Braille  Clvib,  for  vrhich  I  enolcso 
one  dollar  in  pajTriont  of  one  year's  dues. 

Signed 

Address  - 

Transcriber? 

Teacher? 

Binder? 


Engaged  in  work  mth  the  bliid? 


I 


-  13  « 


QUESTIOimAE^.E 

(Please  fill  oub  the  section  of  the  follov/iiig  Questionnaire  which  applies  to  the 
particular  seivioe  in  which  you  are  engai^ed.) 

Volunteer  T-eachers 

T7~    V/hat"'year  did  you  take  a  teacher's  oourse? 

2.  Hov;  many  coi-irsos  have  you  given? 

3,  HovT  raany  stuiercfcs  have  taken  the  courses? 
km      How  many  ai'e  certified  transcribers? 

5.     Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  a  transcribing  group  or  in  v/ork  for 
the'  blind? 


Volimteer  Transcribers 

1.     PJhat  year  v/ere  you  certified? 

2m     How  many  pages  of  transcribed  v/ork? 

3.      Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  a  tronscribers  group  or  in  v/ork  for 
the  blind? 


Volurtocr  Binders 

XT    F^T"'hav/  incijiy  years  have  you  actively  served? 

2.  Eavr  many  volumes  have  you  assisted  in  binding? 

3.  Do  you  hold  any  official  position  in  yom-  group  or  in  v/ork  for  the  blind? 
Note:    Please  furnish  any  additional  info rnxxt ion  on  the  reverse  side  of  this  shoot. 

Return  this  quostiamaire  to:    Kiss  Dorothy       Lev/is,  Editor 

17h9  Grand  Concourse 
Now  York  55,  JJ.  Y. 


-DIM^IER  RESERVATIONS  -  Tear  hero  and  nail 


Miss  Alice  Gilman,  Soo»y-Treas, 

The  Braille  Club 

llj.  Washington  Place,  Apt. 

New  York  3*  K.  Y.  ^  .  . 

Please  reserve places  for  the  dinner  November  3,  1950  at  |2.00.  This 
includes  the  tip» 

Signed   

Address 


I 
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